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LOCAL PROJECTS, LOCAL JOBS PROGRAM 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [6.23 pm]: I would like to comment on the Leader of the House’s 
statement on the Local Projects, Local Jobs program. I am very disappointed that the Leader of the House indicated 
that I had belittled some of the groups and organisations that I spoke about in my Local Projects, Local Jobs speech. 
I spoke about the Filipino Australian Club of Perth, the WA Italian Club, the Rotary club and the Roebourne Art 
Group. I admire all these groups. During my speech it was called out that I had not contacted any of these groups. 
I will let honourable members know that if I am asked any questions in here, I really appreciate it because I learn 
from it. I have tried to contact those groups but the only one I have been able to contact so far is the Roebourne 
Art Group. The message on its phone was it is closed for the cyclone season; however, if I want to send an email, 
it should be answered within a week. I will continue trying to talk to someone from the Roebourne Art Group. All 
I said was I was sad that $39 million had been handed out with no long-term benefits when that money could have 
been spent on more than 1 000 apprenticeships. Fully trained tradespeople would have assisted in the skilled trades 
shortage. My other complaint was that only 24 per cent of the $39 million, equating to $9 360 000, was spent in 
the regions, covering an area of 2.5 million square kilometres. The other 76 per cent, or $29 million, equated to 
$640 000 and has been spent in an area that covers nearly 5 500 square kilometres. I am not sure who called out 
during my speech; it was either Hon Sue Ellery or Hon Stephen Dawson who asked me how many people live in 
the regions. Unfortunately, there are not a lot of people there, but I suddenly realised it seems to be a bit the same 
as Moora Residential College. That is being shut down because of a lack of student numbers. I feel that if we do 
not take off this stranglehold on the regions, we may have to end up shutting some of the regional towns too. 

Statement 
HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [6.25 pm]: In a similar vein, I rise to make a short contribution on 
the Local Projects, Local Jobs motion from earlier today. It was good to see the house soundly defeat such a foolish 
motion brought forward by Hon Darren West. I am not going to get a lot of time to canvass the many issues with 
respect to the program. I think that has been well done by members on this side of the house, including my 
colleague Hon Jacqui Boydell during her contribution earlier today. I think it was a very foolish move by the 
government to move that motion very early on in its term. In fact, the business program shows that notice was 
given on 13 June 2017, which was shortly after the state election. I am sure at that time members of the Labor Party 
thought this was a good thing, something to really hang its hat on and say, “Look how proud we are.” Its hashtag 
is #walabor, and Local Projects, Local Jobs is its program. To be honest, I was actually surprised the government 
continued with the motion. I thought the government might have moved an amendment or indeed withdrawn the 
motion prior to its debate this week and last week, and obviously it was resolved earlier in today’s session. 
I do not want to make a contribution to that debate because, obviously, the debate has been resolved, but I want to 
make a contribution in the absence of being able to contribute to the Local Projects, Local Jobs motion earlier 
today. It was interesting listening to the debate, particularly to Hon Darren West, the mover of the motion. He 
talked about a few different things. He almost defended the reason the Labor Party is investing so heavily in it, 
particularly in Geraldton, our common electorate in the Agricultural Region. By my count, almost $800 000 has 
been allocated to projects within the district of Geraldton. It is funny that Hon Darren West did not mention that 
none of the remaining districts in our common electorate—the districts of Central Wheatbelt, Roe and Moore—
received anything from the Local Projects, Local Jobs program, so proud he is of this program, which only 
delivered for 25 per cent of his constituency. Obviously, he would argue in his contribution that it was because 
Geraldton had been neglected for so long. That statement does not stand up to any scrutiny. I will list a few of the 
things that were done by the former Liberal–National government in the district of Geraldton, to counter the 
argument put by Hon Darren West during motions on notice last week. There was an $8 million investment in 
Wandina Primary School; a $5 million investment in Geraldton Senior College, which will be spent on specialist 
facilities, classrooms and an upgraded heritage building, along with the refurbishment of the former residential 
college buildings, change rooms and toilets; and a $10.2 million upgrade of Geraldton Residential College. Unlike 
this government, we actually invested in residential colleges when we were in government. We opened a new 
$2 million volunteer fire and rescue station in Geraldton, invested in a new $700 000 incident control vehicle and 
provided $800 000 to the Geraldton volunteer marine group rescue facility. Our government provided 
$1.85 million for an aquaculture development zone in the midwest as well as other regions; a further $2 million 
for Geraldton Residential College; $2 million for Foodbank Geraldton, which was one of the projects the member 
opposite said that we had neglected in our time in government; a $110 million regional skills package that included 
expanded trade training capacity in Geraldton; new health and community training centres for Geraldton; an 
upgrade of outdated training facilities; a $20 million program that included an upgrade of the Geraldton campuses; 
upgrades to crisis accommodation for women in Geraldton; a $1.5 million investment in the St Francis Xavier 
Cathedral precinct of the Monsignor Hawes project; another $827 000 to the Geraldton residential rehabilitation 
facility; another $106 000 for Foodbank Geraldton; $377 000 for the Geraldton Airport development project; and 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 22 August 2018] 

 p5045a-5046a 
Hon Robin Scott; Hon Martin Aldridge 

 [2] 

$5.6 million for the lot 601 Marine Terrace tourism project. There are many, many others. The list is too long to 
mention them all in the time I have. 

I would not do what Hon Darren West did on Wednesday last week. When we came to government in 2008, 
I acknowledged that the previous Labor government had done some good work in Geraldton. I was up-front and 
acknowledged its contribution. Of course, Labor held that seat for a number of years leading to the 2008 election 
and invested in the seat of Geraldton. The reason, the motivating factor, for spending this almost $800 000 in 
Geraldton and not a cracker in the remainder of the Agricultural Region is that Labor thought it could win 
Geraldton—plain and simple. If we look at some of the projects Labor is funding under Local Projects, Local Jobs, 
$235 000 of that nearly $800 000 is going to school IT enhancement projects for 16 schools in Geraldton. Do 
schools in the districts of Moore, Central Wheatbelt or Roe or, indeed, many of the almost 200 schools in my 
electorate, not need IT enhancement? No. Apparently, according to Local Projects, Local Jobs, and to the very 
excited Hon Darren West, only 16 schools in Geraldton need IT upgrades. 
Hon Dr Sally Talbot talked about relationships and the pay-off. We all know what those two words mean. It means 
you scratch my back and I will scratch yours. Of course, the Labor Party was only interested in outcomes and seats 
it thought it could win or, indeed, wanted to retain. 
Earlier today, it was opportune that I received an answer from Hon Alannah MacTiernan to a question I had asked 
earlier in the year to provide business cases for the 227 projects funded through royalties for regions under the 
Local Projects, Local Jobs banner. She refused to do so, saying it was too much to do; she gave me a copy of the 
template grant agreement and said that there were too many documents to table. I went back and asked her to 
provide a sample of some of the grant agreements that had been executed. I asked for six projects—the 
Yamatji Patrol vehicle, Access Geraldton, the Geraldton cycleways strategy, the Geraldton mammogram service, 
the Geraldton Universities Centre and the Bundiyarra Gardantha newsletter. She gave me five of those project 
grant agreements. She has not given me one other because it has not yet been executed. I must say that some of 
these recipients were organisations that the former Liberal–National government funded. 
When I looked at the grant agreements, I found that they were fairly template, but they include a schedule that 
really contains the nuts and bolts. Of course, this is the Local Projects, Local Jobs program. We have heard the 
Labor Party talk in the debate about its focus on local jobs and job creation. A matrix was included in the template. 
The first measure of the matrix under “Project Outcomes” in schedule 1 of the grant agreements is “Jobs Created”. 
I turned my mind to the first project grant agreement, the Geraldton Aboriginal community patrol, and found that 
the jobs created section was blank. I then turned to the Access Geraldton project grant agreement, and found that 
the jobs created is zero. At least they filled in the box so we know it is zero. I then turned to the Geraldton 
mammogram services, and the “Jobs Created” is blank. I then turned to the Geraldton Universities Centre audio 
integration system, and the “Jobs Created” is blank. We are not doing too well at job creation in Geraldton. Then 
I turned to the Bundiyarra Gardantha newsletter, and “Jobs Created”, 100 per cent. I am not sure what that means 
but they are 100 per cent at job creation. 
The government can spin Local Projects, Local Jobs however it likes, but today the Labor government failed 
miserably to convince the house that this program is anything other than a sham. 
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